	Guest lecture 

	European Patents

	Target group

	Engineering students in general, both undergraduate and graduate

	Pre-requisites/ level
	None/introductory

	Learning outcome

	Students learn about the role and structure of patents from an engineering point of view and exercise to read them for their own development projects/literature surveys. Basic tool for scientific research.

	Lectures
	Duration
	4-6 hrs. (depending on overall time agreed upon)



	
	Contents
	Introduction into intellectual property, requirements for patentability, structure and contents of a patent application, grant procedure (search and extensive examination), reading patents: understanding patents.

	
	Requirements
	lecturing room, overhead projector

	Project work
	Duration
	Optional: 4-10 hrs. (depending on overall time agreed upon)

	
	Contents
	Students select a particular patent class of their interest, e.g. B29C 41/00, by scrolling the International Patent Classification. Patents from this class (e.g 5) are downloaded, reviewed, analysed and described in own words in a short report.

	
	Requirements
	computer room with one terminal per student

	
	Homework
	Drawing the report

	Assessment






	Optional. If any, possible is:

1. Written test 45 min.

2. Drawing of analysis report

	Assessment system
	Passed/non-passed; ECTS-system (A-F); to be discussed

	Language
	English

	Literature
	"How to get a European Patent, Guide for Applicants." English information booklet, published by the European Patent Office. 

	Links
	European Patent Office 
European Patents
International Patent Classification

	Group size
	Lower limit
	none

	
	Upper limit
	Depending on size of computer room: one student per PC. For the project work preferably 15 Students.

	ECTS-credits

	one, if assessed

	Preferred period
	no preference

	Further remarks
	I have offered this course many times since 1998 at partner universities in Finland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Poland and Sweden.

	Lecturer
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